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a British Agent at Hyderabad, Ranjit Singh was to be told
that the object was "solely by cultivating a closer acquain-
tance with the Amirs to obtain greater facilities for general good-
will (a favourite expression of Lord Auckland's time) and com-
merce."28 If Ranjit reverts to his favourite argument of the
Sutlej being the river of boundary between the two states
according to the treaty, Mr. Macnaughten was to tell him that
" in deprecating His Highness' contemplated attack upon,
Shikarpur, it (the British Government) did not look to the
articles of any particular Treaty so much as to the preserva-
tion of general tranquillity and the maintenance of the integrity
of a friendly power whom the British Government, if unrestrain-
ed by considerations of justice and tempted by the weakness
of its neighbour, could at any time have reduced to the condi-
tion of a Tributary." 29
The Amirs of Khairpur, with whom Burnes was negotia-
ting, offered new agreements involving their passing generally
under the British protection.30 A treaty of nine articles was
ultimately forced on them hi December, 1838.31 Beginning
with the stereotyped formality of ic perpetual friendship,"
it bound the British Government to protect the territory of
Khairpur, and the Amirs to act in subordinate co-operation
with that Government. An interesting illustration of the way
in which the Khairpur territories were to be protected was
provided by the addition of a separate article in the Treaty,
stating that, in return for the protection offered to Khairpur
State and for not having coveted any of its possessions? Mir
Rustum should not object if the Governor-General in time of
war should order the occupation of the fortress of Bakhar,52 To
expect a return for not coveting another's territory implies the
acceptance of the principle that to covet is one's right, which
can be foregone in return for a consideration, A typical
example of the political morality of Lord Auckland's regime !
would be willing to admit the justice of the reasons that Government
might assign for the measures.
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3* See the additional article of the treaty in Appendix X.